average annual rainfall for the last four years has been about eight inches; but in the interior, of which Cairo may be taken as representative, the rain is limited to a few showers, which fall during the cold months of the year?viz., in November, December, and January. The sky is generally cloudless, the air dry, and the dews very heavy. The prevailing winds are northerly, a southerly wind being quite exceptional. On looking over the meteorological reports, issued from the Khedivial Laboratory, one is struck by the almost tedious monotony with which the northerly winds blow throughout the year.
The rainfall being so scanty, the country is consequently dependent on the Nile for its water supply. The river is subject to periodical inundations, owing to the heavy rains in the equatorial region. The rise of the river at Cairo begins about the end of June, and is at its highest about the middle of September, when it gradually falls, until it again attains its minimum level in June. There being practically no rain, the subsoil water levels must necessarily follow the Nile level; that is to say, be at their lowest in June, and at their highest in September.
The larger majority of the people drink the water unfiltered, and generally before it has been allowed time to deposit. It is said that they prefer it in this condition. In Cairo the quality of the water supply is indifferent. At the waterworks there is but one settling tank, and, as it is in constant use, it can never be cleaned.
The large amount of mineral matter contained in the Nile water while settling carries down with it no inconsiderable quantity of the organic substances held in suspension in the water, and must lead to rapid fouling of the tank. Filtration is effected by gravel and sand. In the Ismailia quarter, that is, the fashionable part of the city, and in the Boulac quarter also, no attempt is made to filter the water, but it is supplied as obtained from the Nile. Close to the intakes of the Cairo waterworks, where some slight efforts, it is presumed, would be made to prevent pollution of the water, I have seen human and other animal excreta, fresh and stale, lying about in various directions, and men and women bathing, and washing their soiled clothes in the river. This was by no means an uncommon sight. The water supplied to Alexandria is, on the contrary, of very good quality. The 
